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Education Town Hall
Kentucky Commissioner of 

Education Stephen Pruitt is 

hosting a series of Education

Town Hall meetings across the

state to learn what educators, 

parents and all Kentuckians think

about a new accountability system

that is being developed.

The meeting closest to our 

community is scheduled from

6:30 to 8 p.m. Monday, May 1, 

at the Henderson County Professional Development 

Center, located at 631 N. Green St. in Henderson.

“This system goes beyond compliance,” Dr. Pruitt said. 

“It focuses on students and truly reflects Kentucky’s 

values.” Following public review and feedback, the 

commissioner will make a recommendation to the 

Kentucky Board of Education on the new accountability

system for our Commonwealth. The current timeline calls

for Kentucky to submit its plan to the U.S. Department of

Education in September 2017. 

Under the new system that is being proposed, schools

would be evaluated on how well they perform on five 

indicators: Proficiency; achievement gap closure; student

growth (elementary and middle school only); transition

readiness; and opportunity and access. Each indicator 

includes multiple measures. Some will only be reported,

while others will be factored into a school’s overall 

accountability rating. 

The work responds to the congressional reauthorization of

the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, known as

the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). ESSA shifts

much of the oversight and responsibility for schools from

the federal government to states, including how 

accountability is determined and how to define and 

improve low-performing schools.

Those who are unable to attend the meeting may still

share their thoughts by visiting Kentucky’s ESSA website;

click HERE or visit http://education.ky.gov/comm/

Pages/Every-Student-Succeeds-Act-(ESSA).aspx

Follow the conversation on Twitter with #KyEdListens. 
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Olga Payne, a science teacher at Daviess

County Middle School, is a semifinalist for the

2018 Kentucky Teacher of the Year Award.

Olga is one of nine semifinalists selected from

among 24 educators who were named 2017

Valvoline Teacher Achievement Award 

winners. Lori Clements, a kindergarten teacher

at West Louisville Elementary School, was

also honored as a Teacher Achievement Award

winner.

Olga is one of three middle school Teacher of

the Year semifinalists whose nominations were

reviewed by a blue-ribbon panel of veteran educators.

Nominees were judged based on their teaching 

philosophies, teaching experience, community 

involvement and letters of recommendation.

Judging continues with classroom visits and personal 

interviews. 2018 Elementary, Middle and High School

Teachers of the Year will be announced May 16 in 

Frankfort, with the overall Kentucky Teacher of the Year

winner representing the Commonwealth in the 2018 

National Teacher of the Year competition.

Olga was named Teacher of the Year at DCMS in 

May 2016 and was selected as the middle school recipient

of the Daviess County Public Schools’ Great Expectations

Teaching Excellence Award in August 2016. She has

served as a cooperative teacher for the Sky Teach Science

program at Western Kentucky University and 

co-hosted the Middle School Next Generation Science

Standards professional development for the DCPS district.

She has made numerous presentations at district- and

state-level events and is a member of several professional

organizations, including the Kentucky and National 

Science Teacher Associations, the Kentucky Education

Association and ECET2 (Elevating and Celebrating 

Effective Teaching and Teachers). She serves as the 

Professional Learning Community chairperson for science

at DCMS.

Olga began her teaching career in her home country of

England in 1998, teaching grade levels 6-10.

She joined the DCMS staff in 2010, teaching

science in grades 8 and 7. She is currently

working toward National Board Teaching 

Certification, has a master of arts degree in 

education curriculum and instruction from the

University of Phoenix and earned her post-

graduate certificate in education in secondary

science and mathematics at the Cheltenham

and Gloucester (England) College of Higher

Education.

“It is such a huge honor to be recognized at

this high level amongst so many fantastic teachers,” Olga

said. “Working with middle school students every day 

can be challenging; I often hear comments that teaching

middle school is for ‘special people.’ However, I would

say we are ‘lucky people!’ Teaching brings its own 

rewards and we are fortunate to have the opportunity to

impact lives daily. I am proud to say I am a teacher and

truly blessed to work with the best students in Kentucky!”

DCMS Principal Kelly Skeens described Olga as “an 

innovator who leads our school and district in professional

learning” and whose classroom is a place of interactive

learning. “She personalizes learning for students and has

them work on real-world problems,” Kelly said. “She 

is a master at asking high-level questions to generate

thoughtful discussions. Students become scientists when

they enter the classroom and she expects them to think

like a scientist outside the classroom. She wants students

to be curious and creative. In her class, students ask 

questions, challenge one another’s thinking, conduct 

investigations and record findings.” 

DCPS Superintendent Owens Saylor said, “Olga is a 

sterling example of Great Expectations and the positive

impact an outstanding teacher has on the level of learning

and comprehension of her students. Her classroom is an

exciting and challenging environment where students

‘learn how to learn,’ and that’s the sign of a truly 

remarkable teacher.” 

Olga Payne

Payne named semifinalist for state award



KMEA Honors Choir to Perform May 6
A regional Elementary Honor Choir will convene for a

free public concert at 3 p.m. Saturday, May 6, in the 

auditorium at Daviess County High School. 

The choir is made up of more than 240 students 

representing 33 elementary schools in Daviess, Hancock,

Ohio, McLean, Henderson, Hopkins, Union and Webster

counties,  including all 12 DCPS elementary schools.

These schools represent Region 2 of the Kentucky Music

Educators Association. Students and music directors have

been rehearsing at their home schools and will come 

together for a shared rehearsal at 8 a.m. Saturday, May 6.

The event is being coordinated by KMEA District 2 

chairperson Deidre Goodman, who is the music educator

at East View Elementary School.

Guest conductor is John Jacobson of California, a former

choreographer for Disney who is currently affiliated with

the Hal Leonard music publishing company. Jacobson is

the founder and volunteer president of America Sings!

Inc., a non-profit organization that encourages young 

people to dedicate time and talents to community service.

The experience is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for

local children to work under the direction of a world-

renowned artist and conductor. The performance is the

culmination of hours of committed effort on behalf of

music teachers and directors at schools across our region,

as well as the talented young people who will be in their

spotlight, and their supportive families.  Mark your 

calendar and plan to attend this special performance!

The Daviess County Public Schools district will host its third annual

TeachMeet event on July 27 at Daviess County High School.  

A TeachMeet is a fast-moving professional learning experience where

presenters share technology tools and skills that can be used in our 

21st century classrooms.  The sessions will be 30 minutes each (some

sessions will last an hour), allowing participants to attend up to eight

sessions that will introduce you to the latest trends for technology in 

education, basic tech skills, and many ways to use these tools in the

classroom.

Teachers and administrators at ALL grade levels, subjects and 

technology skill levels are welcome to participate in this event. The

2017 TeachMeet can be used for professional development 

requirements, but everyone is encouraged to attend even if those PD 

requirements are fulfilled. You won’t regret it! 

Please click HERE to take a few moments to complete a survey that

will help us make this event bigger and better than last year! Please 

respond by Friday, April 28.

For more information about TeachMeet, contact DCPS technology 

integration specialists Annette Sapp or Aaron Yeiser.

DCPS TeachMeet
Learn from the best!

DCHS presents

‘Fame’
Daviess County High School’s Troupe

5849 of the International Thespian Society

will present “Fame” on April 29 and 30 in

the school auditorium. Show times are at 

7 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday. 

Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for 

students in grades K-12. Doors open 

30 minutes before the curtain rises.

The dramatic story is the play version of

the movie and features several exciting 

performances in song and dance.

The story opens at auditions at the School

of Performing Arts in New York City as

hundreds of young people compete to be

accepted. “They’re every size, shape and

attitude,” according to the official synopsis.

“They’re scared, they’re brave, they’re rich

and they’re poor. They’ve got nothing in

common but a compelling dream – and

each pursues it in a special way, just as

each must deal with the special problems of

their individual lives.”

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXNzW_azPHi_7L1QPtQlmwF0Qao4WXYCN4UCKyNBI0I4KA_A/viewform


Congratulations!
Congratulations to the following

members of the DCPS family as

they welcome their new arrivals:

Brooke Parker (CVMS) and her

husband Jeron have announced

the birth of their daughter on

March 15. Maddy Brooke weighed 7 pounds, 11 ounces

upon arrival. The baby was also welcomed by big 

sisters Gracie Beth and Lily Katie.

Trina Page (DCHS) and her husband Jason welcomed a

baby daughter on March 22. Hannah Page weighed 8

pounds, 9 ounces, upon arrival.

Jennifer Bolin (AES) has a new granddaughter! Parker

Rosemary Pitts was born March 23, weighing 6 pounds,

14 ounces, and measuring 20 inches in length. This is

Jennifer’s first grandchild.

Stacey Kimmel (Transportation) has welcomed a new

granddaughter. Kassidy Lynn Kimmel was born on

March 31, weighing 4 pounds and measuring 17 3/4

inches in length.

Rachelle Brown (MLES) has announced the birth of a

baby girl. Molly Claire Brown was born April 10,

weighing 7 pounds, 14 ounces upon arrival.

Jessica Gorman (BES) and her husband Kyle have a

baby boy! Levi Stephen weighed 7 pounds, 15 ounces

when he was born April 10 — which is the birthday of

his daddy and great-aunt Susan Hagan (CVMS).  The

baby was also welcomed by proud grandma Lisa Sims

(CO) and siblings Lucas and Lydia.

Charles and Caron Head (AHS) and Joe and Karen 

Ballard (Transportation) are proud grandparents of a

baby boy. Huxton Joseph Head was born April 11,

2017, weighing 7 pounds, 14 ounces, and measuring

20.5 inches in length. 

Jenna Allen (MLES) has announced the birth of a sweet

baby daughter. Lou Ellen Catherine Allen was born

April 14, weighing 5 pounds, 4 ounces and measuring

18 inches in length upon arrival.

Lisa Brantley (DCMS) has welcomed her second

grandchild. Peter Joel Mattingly was born April 17,

weighing 7 pounds, 4 ounces. 

Alese Ferrell (DCMS) has announced the birth of a

baby boy. Ty Matthew was born April 24, weighing

8 pounds and 3 ounces. 

Sincere Sympathy
We extend sincere sympathy to the

following members of the DCPS

family during their time of loss:

Greg Olson (CVMS) in the loss of

his father on March 6.

Gloria Shepherd (MLES) in the loss of her father, Halleck

Anderson of Rockport, Ind., on March 23.

Brandy Davis (MLES) in the loss of her father, Robert S.

Edelen, on April 4.

Carston Pendley (CO) in the loss of his sister-in-law,

Melanie Payne Lawrence, on April 18.

Jane Lindow (MLES) in the loss of her father, James D.

Chapman of Owensboro, on April 20.

Matt Robbins (CO) in the loss of his uncle, Floyd Davis

of Louisville, on April 20.

Share milestone events

with the Grapevine

grapevine@dcps.org

These weekly Healthy Lifestyle Tips are sponsored by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

For more information, visit www.healthymonday.org

Healthy Lifestyle Tip



Key Dates for May
This list of key dates is provided at the beginning of each

month to assist in planning for special activities and

learning projects at your school. (Note: This list may not

include all special occasions.)

The month of May is:

Foster Care Month

National Bike Month

National Older Americans Month

National Photograph Month

National Barbecue Month

Special weeks:

May 1–7     National Physical Education & Sports Week                                                                           

May 1–7     Children’s Book Week                                                                                                             

May 7-13     National Teacher Appreciation Week                               

May 7–14     National Music Week                                                                                                                                              

Special days:

May 1     Law Day

May 3     World Press Freedom Day

May 4     Star Wars Day (‘May the 4th’ Be With You)

May 5     School Lunch Hero Day

May 5     Cinco de Mayo

May 5     First American in space (1961)

May 5     National Space Day

May 6     Kentucky Derby Day

May 9     National Teacher Day

May 10   National School Nurse Day

May 14    Mother’s Day

May 15    Peace Officers Memorial Day

May 15–17   National Geographic Bee Championship

May 19   Endangered Species Day

May 20   Armed Forces Day                                                                                                    

May 21   Lewis & Clark journey began (1803)

May 25    National Missing Children’s Day                                                                         

May 26   Sally Ride Day

May 27     First day of Ramadan

May 27–June 2  National Spelling Bee

May 29   Memorial Day

May 31   World No Tobacco Day 

Celebrating

Our Honored

Retirees
We extend our thanks and

best wishes to the following 

individuals, who have 

announced their intentions

to retire at the end of the

2017-18 school year. 

Friends and colleagues are

invited to attend receptions

on the following schedule to

share messages of 

congratulations and appreciation for all they have done

for the students of Daviess County Public Schools.

Deer Park Elementary School

2:45 p.m. Tuesday, May 2

Ann Harris, Carm Leonard, Denise Preece, Sara Saylor

Sorgho Elementary School

3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Friday, May 5

Lori Bratcher, Angel Payne, Steve Waller

West Louisville Elementary School

2:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 9

Sonya Lockhart

Whitesville Elementary School

3 p.m. Tuesday, May 9

Pat Howard, Kaye O’Bryan

Daviess County Middle School

3:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 16

Linda Hendley, Theresa Phelps, Stephanie Whitaker

Whitesville Elementary School

Wednesday, May 17 — Student celebration at 1 p.m., 

followed by reception for friends and family at 3 p.m.

Cindy Appleby

Apollo High School

9 a.m. Friday, May 19

Diane Higdon, Ray Higgs, Kathleen Kreke, Kevin Lasley

Central Office

3 to 4:30 p.m. Thursday, June 22

Owens Saylor

Light refreshments will be served; everyone welcome. 

Please submit retirement information to

grapevine@dcps.org



Finding learning clues with Breakout EDU

Students in Scott Morgan’s class at Meadow Lands 

Elementary School recently participated in a learning activity

called “Breakout EDU.” Breakout EDU is an immersive

learning games platform that encourages teamwork and 

critical thinking skills to solve a series of challenging puzzles

with a goal of opening a locked box.

The students worked in collaborative groups through various

stations to solve a series of problems that each provided a

clue to solve an additional problem to unlock the clue box.

Students progressed through each station, solving problems

centered around geometry, coordinates, area and geometric

shapes in hopes of being the first group to “escape” within

the 30 minute time limit. The learning activity was highly

challenging and engaging ... as you can see in the 

photographs at right! 

For more information about Breakout EDU, click HERE or

visit http://www.breakoutedu.com/ 

Are you doing something innovative and interesting in your

classroom? Share information with your colleagues by 

submitting news and photographs to grapevine@dcps.org 

Last Day of School

for Students

Thursday, May 18
Let’s Make Every Day

Make A Difference!

Buy and Sell

with DC-bay!

Send information to

grapevine@dcps.org

http://www.breakoutedu.com/


Credit Union Corner

Looking for a new car or want to refinance? 

Check us out first! 
For the month of May we are giving each auto loan 0.5%

cash back on the total amount of the loan! Our auto rates

are as low as 1.24%* new and 2.74%* used so don’t miss

your chance to take advantage of this great offer! Also, as

your local teachers credit union, you can always rely on

us to give you a great low rate so if someone offers lower,

call us and we will try to match! 
*Refinancing does not apply to existing DCTFCU loans. Must meet

credit requirements. Actual rate determined by credit score. 

SAVE THE DATE!
Member Appreciation Day will be Monday, May 22! 

This is our day where we celebrate YOU so come out and

join the fun! We will have TWO bounce houses, giant

bubbles, face painting, lunch, free giveaways and more so

mark your calendars because you won’t want to miss it!

We now offer Mobile Deposit on our new Mobile App!

Download and check it out today!

National Credit Union Youth Month ends

April 30! (Don’t miss your chance for free money!)

ALL youth ages 0-17 can earn up to $20 deposited into

your account by completing a challenge book. That's $20

for free! We will also be drawing for a $50 prize as well

so don't miss your chance! 

This year, we are giving every child a monetary prize!

$15 will be deposited to all youth accounts who EARN

the prize by completing their respective Challenge books.

These small booklets consist of five challenges and 

completing all five challenges will be worth $15. You can

complete the challenges at any point in the month and be

eligible for the $15 deposit. To verify the completion of

your book and receive the deposit, you will need a stamp

of approval by an employee. This stamp of approval can

be administered either in the credit union lobby or by

phone call by a parent verifying the completion of all

challenges by the child. You will be required to give the

answers to the completed challenges during this call.

An extra $5 will be awarded to the child who gains their

stamp of approval by coming into the credit union so

don’t miss your chance to earn the full $20! The booklets

are separated into two age ranges: 0-10 and 11-17. Each

book contains challenges that are tailored to teaching

basic financial concepts for the child’s age. You may need

to assist your child if they fall in the lower end of either

range. You have two ways to gain access to the booklets.

If you live near the credit union, feel free to pick up a

ready-made copy in the lobby or at the drive-thru. You

can also find the booklets available to print out and create

yourself on the website. Please pick up or print the 

booklet that pertains to you or your child’s age. We are

still offering the National Savings Challenge as well!

Anyone under 18 who makes a single deposit of $5 or

more to their DCTFCU savings account during Youth

Month will automatically be a part of the savings 

challenge and be placed in the drawing for a cash prize of

$50!

Please Update Your Contact Information!
If you are retiring or changing locations, PLEASE contact

us at the credit union so we can update your contact 

information. It is important that your email address and

school location be correct so that your account statements

go to the right place!



Credit Union Corner

Direct Deposit and Payroll Deduction 
These services save you time and money — and now is

the perfect time to save! Sign up for DCPS Direct 

Deposit and Payroll Deduction today! Open as many

special savings accounts as you need and name them

yourself! Have your pay automatically deposited and 

distributed each pay period. You’ll save time and money!

Call DCTFCU for more details: 270-684-8954.

DCTFCU Products and Services Spotlight
Take advantage of a great rate with great rewards!

Take a break from high interest credit cards and transfer

your balances to your DCTFCU Visa. DCTFCU offers

our members a fixed, low-rate Platinum Visa that can be

used for transferring all of your debt or for everyday

purchases! Enjoy a fixed rate as low as 7.9 percent APR

(Annual Percentage Rate) that also offers the chance to

accumulate bonus point rewards on all purchases!

There’s no annual fee, plus enjoy these benefits:

n NO Cash Advance or Balance Transfer Fees

n NO Over limit Fees

n 25 Day Grace Period on Purchases

n Free Travel Accident Insurance with Visa purchase of 
common carrier tickets, including a lost luggage 

reimbursement and an auto rental collision damage 

waiver

Stop by the credit union to fill out an application and 

receive your Visa Credit Card!

Switch to DCTFCU Checking
Now is the time to take advantage of

DCTFCU’s convenient checking 

account. If you’ve been paying high

rates and fees at another financial 

institution, switch to a DCTFCU

checking account today!

n No Minimum Balance

n No Monthly Service Fee

n No Per-Check Fee

n ATM Access Nationwide

n Online Banking

n Mobile Banking

n Bill Pay

n First Box of Checks Free

n Direct Deposit Available

n MasterCard Debit Cards 

n Duplicate Checks

n Courtesy Protection

Lobby Hours  Monday-Thursday — 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Friday — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Drive-Through Monday-Thursday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

www.dctfcu.com

Continued from Previous Page

Don’t Forget The Courier!  
Are you too busy to stop by the credit union to make a

deposit before closing? Send your deposit through the

DCPS Courier. The Courier drop off/pick up days are

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Be sure to include

your name and account number! Contact DCTFCU or log

on to your online banking account after 4 p.m. to verify

receipt of deposit/loan payment.

Direct

Deposit

Crume named athletic director at Apollo High School
Dan Crume has been named athletic director at Apollo High School and will assume 

responsibilities of overseeing all aspects of the high school’s athletic program on July 1. AHS

offers a variety of sports opportunities for student-athletes, including cross country, football,

golf, soccer, volleyball, basketball, bowling, swimming, wrestling, baseball, softball, tennis

and track. 

“It is an honor to be entrusted with leading the Apollo athletic program,” Dan said. “Apollo

High School has a rich athletic tradition and I look forward to serving all of the Eagle Nation,

its wonderful coaches, staff and student-athletes.”



DC-bay! deadlines and guidelines
Sell your items and find great bargains with DC-bay!

Deadline to submit ads for our next issue is May 5. 

Include your name, school/site, description of item,

price, and home/personal phone number. 

Photographs are welcome and should be submitted as .jpg 

attachments, not embedded into emails. Resize images to appropriate 

dimensions. Size and number of photos used depends on available space

and layout. Notes: DC-bay! is for DCPS staff members only. The

Grapevine staff newsletter, including information in this feature, is posted

on the www.dcps.org website and can be accessed by search engines such

as Google.

DC-bay!

Deadline for next DC-bay! 

is Friday, May 5.

Send information to

grapevine@dcps.org

Area codes are 270 

unless otherwise specified.

Size and number of photographs

depends on layout and space.

Who doesn’t like a teacher yard sale?

Alpha Delta Kappa, Kentucky

KAPPA Chapter, is hosting their 

second annual yard sale to raise 

scholarship money for young women

pursuing degrees in education. 

Meredith Payne, a DCHS graduate

and daughter of Therese Payne (a

DCHS teacher and a member of

ADK), is our current scholarship 

recipient ... and doing GREAT school

work at MSU!

Join us at 6 a.m. Saturday, June 3, at

the home of Alice Brauns, 2117 N.

Stratford Drive, Owensboro, for a

treasure trove of furniture, dishware,

clothing, purses, assorted household

items ... and the requisite classroom

paraphernalia. Teachers and their 

families from multiple school districts

will be contributing toward this

fundraiser, and we’d relish the oppor-

tunity to see you bright and early 

(and sell you a thing or two!). Support

your local scholarship! Help a future

teacher pay for school! If you have

any questions or contributions, please

contact your retired friend, Cathy 

Burden at 316-4488 or you can talk to

Therese Payne at DCHS.  

Fitbit Flex,

comes with

Fitbit and

nine large

bands and

charging

cable. $50.

New UGG

slippers;

never been

worn. Size 9

men’s. $60.

Contact Whitnee McCollam (CVMS) at 316-5113 for more information

about these items. (Think ahead to Mother’s Day and Father’s Day!)

Sportcraft folding ping-pong table on wheels. Good shape! Includes paddles.

$100. Kristy Bean (TES), 315-4903.

Meter pole for mobile home. Asking $200. Shawna Hagan (AHS), 233-4295.

Spring Cleaning? Sell items you 

don’t want or need in DC-bay! 
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Click links in summaries below to read full 

articles spotlighting the DCPS district and other

items relating to local education.

IMPORTANT NOTE: All articles are posted with 

permission from news organizations with credit given to

media outlets, reporters and photographers. If articles are

shared or forwarded to others, credit lines MUST be 

included. Articles may NOT be posted online, including

Facebook and other social media sites.

AES honors special volunteer

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

March 31, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

Helen Coomes, a special volunteer who has given years of

service to Audubon Elementary School.

Apollo names Dan Crume as athletic director

Click HERE for article by Maddie Lee, published in the

April 25, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

Dan Crume’s appointment as athletic director at AHS.

Kids flip for learning with cow-tapults

Click HERE for photograph by Alan Warren, published in

the April 1, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about a

cow-tapult learning project at Apollo High School.

Arts are Alive within DCPS

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, illustrated with

photographs by Alan Warren, published in the April 25,

2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about the DCPS

district Arts Alive showcase.

Educators named to national panel

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 13, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

Kristen Powers and Amber Banks being appointed to the

ASHA Committee on Academic and Clinical Education.

BES students learn life lessons on field trip

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 20, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about a

field trip designed to teach life lessons to BES students.

New early childhood initiative in Daviess County

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 16, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about a

new early childhood initiative being developed in our

community by the Public Life Foundation of Owensboro.

BMS flamingo fundraiser

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 11, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about a

flamingo fundraiser to benefit the BMS cheerleaders.

BMS to host Reality Fair

Click HERE for article published in the April 12, 2017,

issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about a Reality Fair

being held at Burns Middle School.

BMS to host social media program for parents

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 13, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about an

educational forum for parents to learn about social media

concerns, sponsored by the Kentucky State Police.

Students’ business model celebrated 

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 12, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about a

school bus locator app developed by DCHS students.

DCHS students accepted to Gatton Academy

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 24, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about two

DCHS students being accepted to the Gatton Academy.

DCPS to host Arts Alive visual and performing arts fest

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 22, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about the

DCPS district’s student arts showcase.

DCPS moving forward to fund construction projects

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 21, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about the

DCPS district’s plan to fund major construction projects.

DCPS to host series of forums

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 25, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about the

DCPS district’s plan for community information forums.

DPES supports early childhood education

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

April 15, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about the

Born Learning program at Deer Park Elementary School.

Continued on Next Page
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The ‘Lessons from the Classroom’ feature has invited 

educators from Daviess County and the surrounding 

region to submit articles about topics relating to local

schools for publication in the Messenger-Inquirer. The 

series began in October 2015 and concluded on April 17. 

College/Career Readiness begins in elementary school

Click HERE for a “Lessons from the Classroom” article

by Larkin Wetzel, a speech language pathologist at Burns

Elementary School, published in the Messenger-Inquirer

on April 3, 2017.

Celebrating the next generation of teachers

Click HERE for a “Lessons from the Classroom” article

by DCPS math instructional coach Jana Bryant and her

father, retired DCPS educator Joe Blandford, 

published in the Messenger-Inquirer on April 10, 2017.

Lessons from ‘Lessons from the Classroom’

Click HERE for the final “Lessons from the Classroom”

article by Dr. Angela Gunter, Jana Bryant, Carrie 

Wedding and Jeff Sorce, published in the Messenger-

Inquirer on April 17, 2017.
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DCPS staff reaches out to support displaced families

Click HERE for article by James Mayse, published in the

April 11, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about the

response of DCPS FRYSC workers to assist families 

affected by an apartment complex fire.

DCHS student honored for community service

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in

the April 23, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a DCHS JROTC student receiving the Meritorious

Achievement Award for his response to an apartment

complex fire.

Learning about alternative food sources

Click HERE for photographs by Alan Warren, published

in the March 31, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer,

about Meadow Lands Elementary School students as they

learn about insects as an alternative food source.

Principal for a Day

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in

the April 11, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a student at Meadow Lands Elementary School who was

“Principal for a Day” as an Accelerated Reading reward.

Kentucky to change school, district ratings system

Click HERE for article by Valarie Honeycutt Spears of

the Lexington Herald-Leader, distributed by The 

Associated Press and published in the April 13, 2017,

issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about proposals to

change rating systems for Kentucky schools/districts.

Non-profits to support trauma awareness in schools

Click HERE for article by Austin Ramsey, published in

the April 7, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a proposal from CASA and Building Stronger Families to

build awareness and healing for child abuse and neglect.

Dr. Tricia Murphy named principal at Whitesville

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in

the March 31, 2017, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer,

about the new principal at Whitesville Elementary.

Put your school 

in the spotlight!
If your school or classroom is 

hosting a special event, let your 

News of the Week representative 

know so we can share 

information with our media partners.

CLICK HERE

TO FIND YOUR REP 
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Racing Toward Excellence!
Meadow Lands Elementary School teachers are always

willing to get into the action during the school’s weekly

family assemblies by volunteering to take part in some

exciting games with students. 

Clockwise from top right:

Rachel Day gets a push from Layton Rickard.

Angela Lynn feels the excitement as her student Ann

Mason Templeton races for the win.

Catrina Piper (far left) is pushed by student C.J.

Stranathan as they race against teacher Rebecca York and

her student teammate Jimarcus Tyler.

Fun Note from the Grapevine

This is your newsletter!

We welcome news and photos 

of your staff members engaged in 

teaching and learning activities and 

fun pep rally events! 

Send photos and information to

grapevine@dcps.org

Serious Note from the Safety Committee

Please be careful when participating 

in games and activities. 

Have fun ... but be safe!

We care about YOU!


